It was that sentence in Prosperous letter, curiously confirmed by a
phrase in the Governor's report, wnich you may suspect Prospero to
have inspired, which completely restored the Emperor's fading self-
respect.
This glorious feat of arms [.the Governor had written] is the work of
the Neapolitan squadron, led by Messer Prospero Adorno, the ablest
of the lieutenants of Your Majesty's €aptain-GeneraL We, Your
Majesty's faithful subjects in these islands, commend to Your Majesty
both the Duke of Melfi and his gallant subordinate for the timely dis-
positions which resulted in the salvation of Minorca and the reparation of
much of the harm lately suffered by Majorca.
In these blessed words His Majesty discovered not only the rehabili-
tation of the Duke of Melfi, but, what was much more important, his
own rehabilitation also, fn the uplifting reaction His Majesty turned
upon those who had increased his load of shame by their unsparing
denunciations of Andrea Doria, and he rent them, condemning them
for spiteful calumniators. To silence criticisms of Doria, which had
seemed unanswerable criticisms of his own Imperial self, he gave the
letters the widest publication. The critics, he declared, had been
foolishly rash and presumptuous in their recent censures. Upon
whatever grounds the Duke had supposed at Djerba that Dragut's
destruction was accomplished, yet that destruction had followed so
promptly and so completely that he must be accounted justified.
One audacious gentleman about the Emperor's person still causti-
cally ventured the opinion that, in the matter of the dispositions
resulting in La Mola, it was an assumption that the Duke of Melfi was
responsible for them.
The Emperor gloomed upon him out of his long, pallid face.
"The only assumption I perceive, sir," he stammered, "is your
assumption that Captain Adorno should seek to crown another with
the laurels he has won. That, sir, is something better than human
nature at its best, and therefore, as Euclid would say, absurd. Be-
sides," he ended scornfully, "have you never heard that *qui fecit per
alium, fecit per se* ? La Mola is Doria's triumph since it was achieved
by ah officer of his appointing to it, just as in a sense it is my triumph,
being an Admiral's of my appointing."
After that clear expression of the Imperial view not even del Vasto
would take the risk of incurring displeasure by voicing his conviction
that the victory of Mahon might have been achieved not in collabora-
tion with, but in despite of Andrea Doria. He knew his world and
something of the hearts of princes, and he perceived that to insist here
would be to produce in the Emperor an irritation which might actually
find its ultimate expression in hostility to Prospero. So for his
friend's own sake he left uncontested for the present the great share in
that victory which His Majesty assigned to Andrea Doria.
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